Management of children with chronic femoral artery obstruction.
Chronic obstruction of the femoral artery in children is a complication of diagnostic angiography, cardiac catheterization and umbilical artery catheterization. We have seen 22 cases and have operated on 7. The indications for operation are claudication, muscle wasting, and shortness of the lower limb. The diagnosis is confirmed by a Doppler profile and the abnormal vascular anatomy demonstrated by angiography via the contralateral femoral artery. We have done 4 ilio-femoral, two femo-femoral and one femoro-popliteal bypass grafts utilizing the long saphenous vein. Results have been good in five, the other two grafts having thrombosed.